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Song: At the cross (at the cross, where I first saw the light)

I want to talk about wearing the cross. It’s such a common symbol in the United States. Some people wear large gold crosses and some wear cross necklaces while wearing revealing clothing.

When you wear the cross, you are picking up the cross, taking up the cross. 

Jesus tells about His passion in the Bible.

Matthew 16:24;Then said Jesus unto His disciples, “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”

When you take up the cross, you are stating that you are following Christ; that you are following the teachings of Christ; that you are intentional and dedicated to doing life God’s way. You have denied your self; your selfish thoughts, and your worldly concerns. God helps you in the areas you struggle with; which is your cross.

In Mark 10, Jesus came across a rich man who wanted eternal life. He told Jesus that he followed the commandments. Turn to Mark 10:21 where Jesus talks to him.

Mark 10:21; Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, “One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.

Mark 10:22:And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.

This rich man thought that he could do something special to have eternal life. The one thing that he needed to do, to give up all the earthly items he had and follow Jesus, he could not do. 

Those who wear the cross, have you given or are you in the process of giving your all to Jesus? If you had no belongings, would you still follow Jesus? Have you died or are you dying to your self, your selfish self?

Romans 6:4; Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in the newness of life.

What is this new life? It’s a new life based on following God through Jesus first and foremost.

Romans 6:6; Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not sin.

What does it mean to serve sin? It means sin is first, instead of God first. Do we all struggle with sin? Of course we do! But those who have a relationship with Jesus have someone to let us know sin when it occurs and have the chance to resist it or to not continue sinning when we find out that sin has occurred.

In Luke 9:23, it talks about taking up your cross daily. This is a daily fight against sin. The only way we can do this day in and day out is by going to Jesus and asking for help in carrying our cross as He has done from the day He was nailed on the cross for our sins.

People die for wearing the cross.

Now that you have ideas about wearing the cross, make sure that you do not make the cross into an idol. The cross is not an item to bow to or to worship, it is a symbol of what Christ did for us.

Wearing the cross is a challenge. Is it a challenge you want to take?

Start thinking. Are you wearing a cross without dying to self? You do not have to take off your cross. Instead, make a point to begin living for Christ by following His teachings and the direction God takes you as you read the Bible on a regular basis.

If you have walked away from Christ, you can come back to Him. Our Heavenly Father rejoices when you come back. We also rejoice with you when you come back to Christ.

Is all this new to you? Are you ready for a new challenge; a new change in your life?

Let God into your heart.

Believe in Jesus.

Confess and turn away from your sins.

Commit to following Jesus from now on and letting Him live in you.

Now wear your cross with understanding.

If you have decided today to let Christ into your life, please let us know so that we may give you materials to help you on your new direction.

If you rededicated your life to Christ, welcome back. We want to help support you and help you to get a good start in this direction.

Thank God through Jesus Christ for all He has done and is doing in our lives. 

